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BIG BOND REGISTRY

November, Usually Dull Month, Al-

most Breaks a Record.

Bond registrations' in November
nearly broke a record for that month.

HUNS TELL RUSS ITALY'S FATE IS

THEY WILL OFFER HANGING ON THE

PEACE TO ALLIES WEATHER TODAY

TOPEKA EXCEEDS

RED CROSS QUOTA

IN ONLY 3 DAYS!

More Than $12,000 Is Collected
at 'oon Today.

ARMOUR HOLDS '

PROFITS CINCH

ON STOCKYARDS

Pay Him All Profits Over 9 Per
Cent Is Agreed.

TOPEKA IS STAGE

OF HUN HORRORS

IN SAT. EVE POST

Sam G. Blythe Brings Atroci-

ties Right to Kansas Avenue.

CAPITAL UNDER

MILITARY LAW

DUE TO LOOTING

Bolsheyiki Proclaim State of
Siege at Petrograd.

ALL BANKS MUST

PAY 3 PER CENT

ON CO. DEPOSITS

Commissioners Take Step
Meaning Much to Taxpayers.

All Central Powers Will Try .

for Negotiations.
Winter's Grip About To Lock

Doors to Venetian Plains.

This Includes Only the Indus-

trial Districts.
To Prevent Him From Jloving

Chicago Stockyards. "
Wonderful Story of What War

Would Mean to Us.
Edict Includes Ukrainia, Where

Jietolt Is Mow On.
Treasurer Campbell Acts on

Resolution Passed ly Them.

In a report today r rea w . unapp,
state auditor, stated total bonds reg-
istered in his office amounted to $720,-646.2- 4.

As a usual proposition, November
Is a dull month for the registration of
bonds of all classes. Yet the munici-
pal improvement, school, highway and
bonds of other classes totalled nearly
three-fourth- s of a million dollars for
the month. It is probable that com-
pilation of the December figures and
a total for the year will show that
1917 broke all Kansas bond records
in spite of the war.

MAKElANK HAUL

Yeggs Drill Thru 12-In- Vault
Wall and Get $41,000.

refUsed to obey an ultimatum present- - intend to make peace proposals to the : plajns today hang on the weather. j

ed by the Boishevikl government. Dis- - allies. . j If Italv-- Hnes hold for a fortnight j

in the capital, due, it is said. This report is published In the Eye--
d tne tremendous Teutonic pres- -

the looting of wine cellars and ning Post, which says the represent- - ; wIl,tr., ... -- nd sn0w will effect- -

Austro -Germans Trying To Get
Past Mountains.

ITALY FULL OF CONFIDENCE

Then Will Get Ready for Ro- -

man Drive in Spring.

Austrians Repeat They're Driv-

en by Own Artillery.

BY HKXRT WOOD.
With the French Armies in Italy,

Dec. 20. The fate of the Venetian

- ,

the g'- . ali the suoreme ne- -
v.. - :

cessity of a decision on both sides or
(he Brenta riVer. If Italy can make a
successfui defense as she is now do- -

nd check ;he Austro-Germa-

present line, she will be ready
r ng counter-o- f fensive.
officials re-a- rd the present situa-- i

.inn th. most favorable and hope- -
. T, ,(. th. orisrinal

retreat.
io

J.t "
folded to render it cer-- !f"1tain the ir sole winter Xm--u

1S?!.lmi If JK? r the

tne iln at Rnssano
Protecting this crucial point, tne

ItaIians have two deep salients. Oneli.rvrffi. .. P. I. II. kl.kt. ,ouitaiuiu. aiviiie " "p0int. The other is west of the
Mi..cimining to the north in
Monte Zaibena ot the Asiago plateau.

VirKilA Maml DiiBlnTv's H.rman

CAPPER AND HOUSE, HOSTAGES

Elks, Topeka and Country Clubs
as Officers' Quarters.

Word Picture of Women and
Children Shot in Streets.

Topeka is the stage on which Sam-
uel G. Blythe this week the
horrors and atrocities of the Germans
in France and Belgium. Blythe's story

hich localizes the horrors 01 me war
in Europe, draws feature position for

is storv. "uer lag ior u, winxi
thi week in the Saturday

ni Post lt is a startnng effort
of the widely known writer to awaken
thp Dublic to a realization 01 war con- -
V,tioris

Blvthe introduces his story right on
Kansas avenue. Topeka, when a group
of German soldiers, walking toward
the state capitol, playfully bayonet a
crowing babe in the street. Across
the river from North Topeka, the
Germans seized Mayor House and
Governor Carjner. The officials were
i j ,ra Tlion Klvthp's lier- -liciu a.a jivot.ce,.o. - - - -

man troops begin a reign of terror for
oitv

The German officers quarter at the
Elks club, Topeka club and Country
club. The Santa Fe shops and offices
are seized, homes are entered, robbed
and men women ana cnnaren snoi

t,4iih i th cts Women are
assaulted and in

" Vr,v
instances their

pVr-- s newspaper p.ant is seized and
burned. The peace iovillg pupuii
is in a frenzy. The weak, unsuspect-
ing home guard is Touted. Kansas.
whM hod wanted neace at any price
. r: m .....v. v.
is race to iace wilii cbij nuuvi

!

prepared attacks, seek to encircle I Buro Orpheum Theater
Monte Grappa by capturing contigu- - When it was reported that the now
ous ground and neighboring peaks, increasing German troops have been
General Conrad's Austrians are deliv-- 1 fired upon, more outrages are corn-

ering either simultaneous or alternat- - mitted. Every automobile is t1?ken-ki-

attacks against the Asiago salient j the Orpheum theater is burned,
onthe opposite side of the Brenta. Mulvane. former national committee- -

man. and Charles Blood Smith, prom- -
lawyer, a well as Frank P. county

MacLennan, - publisher of the State a

DUMMY CLERK HOLDS STOCK
i

He Transacted $8,000,000 Deal
'

He Knew Nothing About.

Agreement So Packers Might
Get "Portion of the Plunder."

Washington, Dec. 20. At the fed-

eral trade commission's investigation
of the Chicago stock yards here today,
F. R. Hart, one of the principal fig-
ures in the stock yards company, test!-
fied that it had been agreed to pay
J. Ogden Armour all the compary'f
earnings over 9 per cent to keep Ar-
mour from moving the yards away
from Chicago and farther west.

With other sensational testimony to
show that the company was organized
to keep the plants from being moved
away a letter from S. H. Fessenden.
Boston broker, who assisted in the
organization, was read, saying the pro
ceedings were merely to legalize re-
bates to packers so they might hava
"a portion of the plunder" and migh
have their "pickings."

Certified minutes of the first meatr .
ing of the Chicago stock yards copi-pa-

on September 27, 1911, were in-
troduced to give details of an agree-
ment between Pegram and the com- - '
pany. The minutes recited that
Pegram had attained the assent of th
holders of 60.000 shares of the com
mon stock of the Chicago Junction
railways and Union Stock Yards com
pany to a plan formulated by a com-
mittee headed by Richard Olley as
chairman. ,

Assure a Future Business.
It was said the "plan assures to

the Chicago Junction railways and
Union Stock Yards company the con-
tinuance of the business now carried
on by the packers upon a permanent
basis and a great increase in profits
and the value of the shares of stocks."
Pegram was recorded as having given
the .plan, and assets and $1,000,000 in
cash to the company frtr-t- S, 000,000
in common stocks. Pegram who prei
viously had testified that his salary
was $2,500 a year, testified that h
knew nothing of the agreement as set
forth in minutes.

Mr. Hart told the commission thplan was devised because there seemedgreat dangers of business being drivenaway from Chicago to places further
west. Shareholders in the stock yardi
and terminal railways who lived in
New England were out of touch withtheir principal clients, the packers,
and were afraid they were going to be
left with the yards and railroads, butno cattle business. Therefore, he saida company was organized to assume
the risk. Asked how the formation
of a new company was expected toassure the continuance of the pack-
ing Industry in Chicago, Mr. Hart saidthat Mr. I'rince knew Mr. Armourpersonally and his influence was ex-
pected to have some effect in retain-ing the packing houses in Chicago.

Oeal Made to Hold Clients.
"Did you know that the Chicago

Junction railway was pa.ying 8 per
cent dividends and had $3,000,000 sur-plus?" asked Mr. Heney.

"Why was an effort made to in-
duce the common stockholders to
come in on a plan guaranteeing themonly 1 per cent more and with noth-ing back of it but a probability?" "s"

"I don't see why not," the witnessreplied. "You don't seem to grasp thebusiness situation."
"Possibly not." Interjected Mr.Heney.

There is no good in assent unlessthere is business. If the clients lefl.the property would be worthless. If
Mr. Prince's influence failed, these
shareholders would have been na
worse off. I do not consider that theprice asked was exorbitant to get
someone else to take the risk," aidHart, adding that he made certain thw
$1,000,000 was paid Into the company:

Hold Packers' Notes.
"Do you consider It a good invest-

ment if the money was loaned out almost immediately to Prince and Armour?" asked Mr. Heney. l' If it was loaned to Armour ' thewitness replied, "it was indicative ot
the correctness of my assumpti n thatMr. Prince's relations with him would
be of an intimate nature."

"Wasn't the board of directors whenthe money was paid in merely indummy?"
"I relied on Mr. Prince and hie

counsel to see that the company re-
ceived adequate protection," Mr. Hartreplied.

Pegram previously had testified thatthe Chicago Stock Yards company
held a note of Armour for $100,000

'Continued on Page Keren)

Russia Also Doing Utmost To'
Sound Out Allies.

BUT HAGGLE ON ONE POINT
,

Won't Consider Proposal or
Self Definition of Nations.

Autocratic German Government
Deems That "Impractical."

Petrograd. Dec. 20. According to
press reports Russia has been inform-
ed by the central powers that they

"yes of the central powers atjtneiirsi
"""" :nu..iou nc.u jo..v.,. .

nounced that their governments in- -
tended to put the question of peace
before all the powers and ttatthey
had asked their allies to do likewise. .

Russia was requested to take similar ,

steps. It is stated the Russians are
endeavoring by all means to sound the
allies. i

The Evening Post says the Germans
have officially informed the Bolshe- -
viki headquarters that the central pow-- j

ers are reaay to consiaer me a.rraius- -
ment of peace on the basis of no an- -.

nexations and no indemnities, but
pointed out that self definition of na- - j

tions was impracticable.
Is Important Assemblage.

London. Dec. 18. Peace negotia-- i
tions between Russia and the central
powers, an armistice having been
reached, are assuming an aspect ofinnpl.nw Tlnrtur v,n. Kii.hlmann.
the German foreign secretary and
Count Czernin, the Austro-Hungana- n iv.":'. IX-n-

iT rr."rtforeign minister aic both said to ire.
on their way to Brest-Litovs- k, being
accompanied by advisory suites from
Berlin that the main committee of the
reichstag will be summoned to meet in
special session in connection with
these negotiations and some German
newspapers interpret this is showing
that the will of the people's represen-
tatives is about to assert itself.

Another result of thfr armistice is
that Ensign Krylenkq,. the, BoUheviki j

commander m chief, iast been able
to move divisions from the northern
front against General Kaledines, who
is reported to be graining new suc'cesses.

Kerensky Attack &" Myth ?
There is no direct confirmation of

the report that former Premier Keren-sk- y

is in the vicinity of Petrograd
with an army. Meanwhile the Bol-
sheviki administration is adopting
drastic methods against its opponents,
including the reinstatement of the
death penalty.

A dispatch from Tammerfors, Fin-
land, says that the Russian troops are
preparing to evacuate Finland, their
transportation already having been
arranged.

Prefer a Separate Peace?
The representative of the Central

powers informed the Russians they
were ready to discuss peace prelimin- -
aries but desired to know the result
of Russia s efforts to induce the allies
to Join in the negotiations before pro-- !
ceefing with them. They said this
point of view might be changed, how--
ever, and that they might be willing
to discuss peace with Russia alone. '

The Germans were of the opinion that
the Russian armistice might influence
the other fronts. The first conference
was devoted merely to a discussi6n of
who would participate in the negotia--
tions.

o News of It at Washington.
Washington. Dec. 20. The Russian

embassy today was entirely without
advices of the progress of peace nego- -
tiations between th-- Bolslsayiki and
the central powers, and whatever ad-
vices the government was receiving
thru American Ambassador Francis or
other sources were not made public.

ANY KIND OF PEACE WILL DO.

Austria Approves tieneral or Separate
Peace as Second Choice.

20 Austro HunAmsterdam, Dec. - -
gary approves a general peace "with- -
out annexations, territorial or f0"

disinterested war aims if her enemies
continue the war," Count Czernin,
Austria-Hungaria- n foreign minister,
declared In a speech before the par- -
lament. Dispatches from Vienna to
day said he spoke in reply to inter-
pellations and approved the Russian
separate peace movement.

WAR END NEXT SEPT.
SAYS MESSAGE IN

CHINESE TANG JAR
New York, Dec. 20. The war will

end in September, 1918, after an
American general has done "wonder-
ful things" on the French front, ac-

cording to a Chinese prediction just
received here.

Parish-Watso- n & Co., Chinese art

$5,000, last week. The jar was made
about 1.000 years aeo. When it was

SPURN BOLSHEYIKI ULTIMATUM

Governing Body of Ukrainia
Sends Negative Answer.

Invaders Force Italians Back
Slightly in Bitter Fight.

(By the Associated Press.)
A state of siege has been proclaimed

in Petrograd and the Ukrainian Rada

shops made necessary the proclama- -
t.on or a state or siege

Relations 01 me iK.i a.uic auu
Rolsheviki government have not been
cordial. The Ukraine has refused to
permit Maximalist troops to cross its
territory to attack t.eneral Kaledines
and several days ago Bolsheviki troops
attacked the Rada as it was sitting in
Odessa and were defeated by bkrnn- -
ian troops. The Bolsheviki govern-- i
ment has accused the Ukrainian Rada
of being friendly to the constitutional
Democrats and the Cossacks, the main
factors behind the counter revolution.

Conflicting Reports on Cossacks.
Rostov-on-the-Io- n, recently report-

ed captured by the Bolsheviki is now
said to have been occupied Monday by
the Cossacks of General Kaledines,
who, according to another recent ru
mor had been robbed by his own of- -
ficers. The Cossack leader, according
to dispatches reaching London from
Petrograd. has proposed to the
Bolsheviki that civil strife come to
an end by declaring the independence
of the Don territory and providing
against Maximalist intervention there,

Between Monte Grappa and the
Brenta, on the Italian northern front,
the Italians are resisting desperately
renewed Austro-Germa- n efforts to
break thru the hill's to the plains. The
Italians, after withstanding strong at-
tacks and inflicting heavy losses on
the enemy, were forced to retire to
new positions when the invaders
brought up reserves. On the southern
end. of the Piave line the Austro-Germa-

have been checked in several
attempts to cross the river.'

German Guns Were Active.
On the western front the Germans

have not yet given strong indication
of where their advertised drive is to
begin. The German guns continue to
bombard various sectors along the
front from the North sea to the Swiss
border, including the Ypres and
Champagne 'sectors and many raiding
parties are harassing the British and
French soldiers. Enemy raids have
been repulsed by the British in the
Arras area and northeast of Ypres,
while the French have repulsed an at-
tack at Regenville, northwest of Ver-
dun.

Germany's present strength on the
western front is estimated to approxi-
mate the maximum reached last July,
when it was 115 divisions. The allies,
however, are believed to have a super-
iority in numbers.

British shipping losses for the past
week total 17, a decrease of four com-
pared with the previous week. The
number of ships of more than 1,600
tons lost remained stationery, the re-
duction being in vessels under 1,600
tons.

Reply to Cltimatum.
Petrograd, Wednesday, Dec. 19.

The Rada, the governing body of the
U kraine, has sent a negative answer
to the ultimatum of the council of
people's commissaries, the Bolsheviki
government.

Cossacks Occupy Town.
Petrograd. Wednesday, Dec. 19.

Orenburg Cossacks opposing the Bol-
sheviki, have occupied Tcheliabinsk, a
junction on the Transsibarian rail-
road, according to a report received
by the Den.

25 Million In Revolt District.
London, Dec. 20. The Bolsheviki

government, according to Petrograd
advices, has sent an ultimatum to the
Ukrainian Rada. It demands that
within 8 hours a decision be made
whether the Ukraine will cease to
assist General Kaledines by sending
him troops while forbidding passage
to Bolsheviki government troops and
also whether it will stop disarming
troops in the Ukraine. In case of re- -
fusal the Rada will be considered at J

war with tne congress or workmen s
and soldiers delegates.

The Ukraine, which means a fron-
tier, ia part of the old kingdom of
Poland. It is made, up of parts of the
government of Poltava, Kiev, Podolia, j

Kharkov, Ekaterinoslav and Kherson. '

These governments have a combined '

area o( about 127 000 square miiea and
a population of about 2d. 000, 000.

CORN JUMPS6 CENTS
Removal of Ka.stbound Embargo Gives

Grain Market a Boost.

Chicago. Dec. 20. Rumors that the
oaithnimrl pmbareo on corn and oats
was to be lifted and that the maximum

,4ult by the enemy last week, the
ian fourrh army put up a resistance so
formidable as to win tne unstinted ad- -
rmirattonvof bath the French and Brit- -
ih armies.

Snow Falling in Mountains.
Snow fell thruout the mountain sec- -

tors on Monday the first real winter
weather. At the most the enemy has
only a few days left before great drifts
or snow will freeze mm up.

But even should the worst come
to the worst, and the Italian defense
be wiped out, the Italian, French and
British armies are always ready to
meet any emergency.

The terrific intensity of the battle
now raging is aptly illustrated by testi-
mony of Austrian prisoners. They de-
clare they are driven to the attack by
a barrage fire of their own artillery.
put behind attacking waves and con- -

trianaJmust advance or be wiped out
b 3 tm?ir own

. ,
. s
LADUllAIUnY DUKNo

t

$60,000 Loss Large Building Com--

pleted Only 3 Years Ago.

Muscatine, la., Dec. 20. The United
States government sustained a $60,000
fire loss last night in the destruction

j by fire of the main laboratory at the
(United States biological station at
Fairpost. Ia, The large structure com
plated three years ago is a mass of
emwi-- wuy.

FIYE BANKS PAY CITY 3 PCT.

Shawnee County finally uots a

Just Rate.

County and City Balances Sow
on a Par.

Under a resolution adopted by the
board of county commissioners all
county money on daily deposits shall
be placed in banks paying 3 per cent
interest. A copy of the resolution
hiis been placed in the hands of B.
A. Campbell, county treasurer, and
carrying out provisions of the reso-

lution has begun, Campbell announced
tocia V.

"Those are my instructions and
they will be carried out to the letter."
said Campbell. "Under my interpre-
tation 1 em to deposit future, moneys
in 3 per cent banks and whenever I
draw out money it shall be from
balances of banks not paying 3 per
cent."

The resolution reads, in part:
"All funds and moneys coming into

the hands of the county treasurer of
Shawnee county, Kansas, shall, and
the same are hereby ordered to be
deposited ill such banks in Shawnee
county, Kansas, as are now paying to
said county 3 per cent interest upon
dailv balances, and in any and all
other banks in Shawnee county, Kan-
sas, as will pay to said county 3 per
LP" Only Three Bunks Kligiblc.

Under this resolution only three
banks in the county are subject at
present to receive county moneys.
They are: Citizens' State bank, Kan-
sas Reserve State bank and the Shaw-
nee State bank.

The Kansas Reserve State bank has
been pnying the county 3 per cent on
deposits since its establishment No-
vember 1, 191S, according to Camp-
bell. The Citizens" State bank has
be?n equally penerous In paying 3 per
cent in recent months and Campbell
ha;i been informed that the Shawnee
State bank will pay 3 per cent in th")
future.

The other Topeka banks have only
been paying 2 ter cent and the county
bunks 'IV per cent." yaid Campbell.

By demanding and receiving 3 per
cent interest the county commission-
er are increasing the county's reve-
nue many thousands of dollars, it is
pointed out. With the county spend-
ing more money than ever before in its
history on good roads and bridges the
need for the practice of economy be-
comes apparent.

City SUirtHl Agitation.
It was about two years ago when

notation was started over the practice
of Topeka banks in paying more inter-
est on state deposits than on city and
county deposit h. Under the recom-
mendation of V. H. VVasson. commis-Mont- -r

of finance. :he city com miss-io-

ers passed a resolution providing
for the city to deposit a major propor-
tion of its funds in bunks paying 3 per
cp Tit. Now the county has followed
mi it and county and city funds are
de m.i neurit equal consideration.

There are five Topeka banks paying
thp city 3 per cent interest, name! v.
the Kansas Reserve State bank, the
Citizens Stftte bank, the .Shawnee State
bank, the Topeka State bank and the
Central National bank; the latter has
been getting its city deposits thru
the Citizens, which has been nominal-l- y

carrying the heaviest city deposit.
The Citizens' has carried for some

months at a time as much as $300, MOO

in city deposits, but the Central Na- -
tionnl took probably half of it from tme citizens, paying tne latter 3 per
cent, which the Citizens' turned over
to the city.

The 3 per cent to the city and coun-
ty was made possible by the Kansas
Uerve State bank, whose establish- -
ineni was brought about primarily to
secure a fair deal to the city and
county and to secure the same rate for
them that the hnl ppnpra i
the state, namely 3 per cent.

MOVIE STAR KILLED

Charlie Chaplin's Running Mate Iead,
3 Others Injured In Auto Crah.
Los Angeles, Calif., Dec. 20. Kric

Campbell, co-st- with Charley Chap-
lin in many of the Chaplin moving
pictures, was instantly killed here to-
day and thre eothers, one an actress,
seriously injured when Campbell's big
touring car collided with another ma-
chine at a street crossing, demolish-
ing both machines.

Miss Jean Crosby, also well known
In the film world; Harold Schneider,
scenario writer and W. A. Hollenbeck,
were injured. Campbell was driving
the machine and as it struck the Hol-
lenbeck automobile, it skidded and
turned completely over. Campbell
was buried under the wreckage. His
wife is in San Francisco. She is a
sister of Mabel Oilman, who married
William Corey, steel magnate.

WILL QUIJJO. P. JOB

Report Chairman WHIcox Intends to
Hcign From National Committee.

. New York. Dec. 20. William R.
Willcox may resign as chairman of
the Republican national committee at
a meeting of the committee here in
February. It was unauthoritatively
told to a number or his personal
friends that his business activities
have become so pressing that he would
prefer to be relieved of the political
n. tat he hnlriu

COUNTY IS NOT HEARD FROM

.Sor Have Women Made Re-

ports From the Residences.

Team o. 11 and Santa Fe Lead
AH in Amounts.

Business Section Totals.
Reported

Team. toda v.
No. 1 liH
No. 2 51
No. 3 24.1
No. 4'... :t:ti
No. 5 1X7
No. i 2.J4
No. 7
No. 8 247
No. 9 MW
No. 11 . . l.xts
No. 12
WaBhbnrn college 2tt
Snnta Fe storehouse 20
Santa Fe offices . . 1.40
Santa Fe shops . . 2.100

Total reported today 7,5U3
Cash Christmas memberships pre

viously reported by business sec-
tion teams 4.443

Total Christmas memberships re
ported to date by teams u.uti

Shawnee county allotment lli,037
lied Cross memberships in Shaw-

nee county previous to Christinas
drive 2.405

Total Rd Cross memberships, easb
turned, in iu Shawnee county.... 11,631

Incomplete report.

With no report from either the resi-
dence section or the county outside of
Topeka, the business section workers
alone today officially reported Shaw-
nee county's quota of Christmas Red
Cross memberships raised: The re-
port was made at the noon luncheon
at the Chamber of Commerce. The
Shawnee county quota was 12,037,
Business section teams reported a to-

tal of 12,036. W. H. Davis purchased
the lacking membership.

The luncheon today marked the of-
ficial windup cf the campaign in the
downtown, section. The fact that-th- e

quota 'has been raised withoutreport from any of Shawnee county
other than the downtown district of
Topeka was the signal for a wild dem-
onstration. A vote of thanks was ex-
tended to Morton Albaugh, who led
the victorious drive. The assembly
arose to its feet in recognition of the
Red Cross work done by Horace Hall
and D. W. Mulvane.

Total Ia 14,631.
At the luncheon Tuesday noon theteams reported a total of 6,116 mem-

berships at that date. However, only
4,443 cash subscriptions were turned
in and counted. In addition to the
12,037 Christmas memberships obtain-
ed by the downtown teams there were,
at the start of the drive, a total of
2,495 memberships in the city. This
brings cash memberships in the coun-
ty to 14,631.

Reports today showed "that theSanta Fe shops team led all others
with a total of 2,160, exclusive of thestore house, where a total of 250 was
obtained. The Santa Fe offices of-
fered a total of 1,440 subscriptions,
making a total of 3,950 Santa Fe mem-
berships. This is a record of prac-
tically 100 per cent for the monster
institution's employes. "And who
said the railroads were inefficient,"
commented W. B. Collinson, chief
clerk to F. C. Fox. in charge of the
office drive, when the final Santa Fereports were made.

(Continued "on Pag' Seven)

LIKE THE R. C. FUND

Temperature Is Going Up, Up Friday
. Will Be Fair Iay.

Temperature readings for the day
furnished by the local office of the
United States weather bureau:

7 o'clock 40 11 o'clock 46
8 o'clock 42 1 2 o'clock 46
9 o'clock 44 1 o'clock 53

10 o'clock 45 2 o'clock 58
The temperatures today were the

highest in Topeka since December 2.
The average for the day was 19 above
normal and for the afternoon 18 above
normal for the date.

Forty degrees at 7 o'clock his
morning. i'ut a percentage symbol
behind that forty and it will be about
the measure of the oversubscription to
the Red Cross Christmas membership
campaign. The wind was blowing
twelve miles an hour from the south.
Multiply that by ten and you have the
measure of the breeze of enthusiasm
that drives the flag of the Hed Cross
on its victorious way thru the county.
And, according to MeteorologiFt Flora,
the weather of today will be repeated
tomorrow. This makes it a great deal
easier for the Red Cross campaigners
to reach those farms in the remote
corners of the county to the end that

iCootiuued on Fare Two.

BUILD FLEET "OF" 150
I'irst Rivet of 5,000 Ton Merchantman

Driven by government Official.

An Atlantic Port, Dec. 20. Marking
the actual beginning of production of
standardized 5,000 ton steel cargo
ships for the United States govern-
ment. Charles R. Page, of the United
States shipping board, today drove
the first rivet in the first of theo
vessels at a large shipyard near here
which has been rushed to completion
in seventy-si- x days. The keels of two
similar vessels are to. be laid this
month.

The program" of the private cor-
poration building the ships calls for
the completion of 150 of the cargo
boats in the least possible time. The
yards where this work is being done
are so arranged that twenty-eig- ht of
the vessels will soon be under con- -
struction at the same time.

Silent Job, 'ot Discovered Un-

til Bank Opened at 8 A. M.

Chicago, Dec. 20. Burglars drilled
thru a twelve-inc- h steel and concrete
wall into the vault of the Summit state ,

mi?es west"of e'aHyTodayhere1 ?L A th Suo
currency.

The money was contained two
suit cases, one of which held about
$33,000 and the other $S,000. The
burglars overlooked another suit case'containing 30,000. j

The robbery took place between
11:30 and 8 o'clock this morning. A
policeman inspected the bank at the
former hour and found nothing un-
usual. Officials discovered the loss
at the latter hour.

Entrance was made thru the rear
wall, directly into the vault. The bur-
glars left several hammers, chisels
and crowbars behind.

H. Kilgore, president of the bank, is
also nt of the State bank
at La Grange, 111., which was held
up and robbed by bandits of more
than $50,000 last week.

usedTiorfTsUgar
Americans Consumed 400,000

Tons More Than in 1916.

Threatened Famine Caused
Drive on Wholesalers' Stocks.

Washington, Eec. 20. Foundation
for the sugar shortage was laid while
refiners held large stocks last Feb-
ruary by sensational stories of , a
threatened famine, and strikes caused
by the I. W. W., Earl D. Babst. presi-
dent of the American sugar refining
company, testified today at the sugar
investigation. He did not say who
he believed was responsible for the
stories.

Consumers began to hoard, he said,
and during the spring and summer
demands upon the refiners were un-
precedented. When consumers began
to hoard, retailers raised prices he
said, but refiners did not increase
prices correspondingly, as they did
not desire to increase the alarm.

Added to the scare stories came re-
ports of a Cuban revolution and de-
struction of cane fields which stimu-
lated demand greatly, Babst said.
Then after stocks became low there
developed a difficulty in getting raw
sugar and when it was impossible to
supply the eastern trade with cane
sugar the car shortage prevented new
beet sugar from being sent east.

Americans consumed 400,000 tons
more in 1917 than the year previous,
Babst said, and 200.000 tons of Cuban
sugar usuany coming to mis country
went abroad. He described the situa-
tion with the adage, "You can't eat
your cake and have it. too."

The demand as a result of the can
ning campaign was enormous, he said,
and added that "Instead of sugar
being in sugar bowls it is in fruit
Jars."

WHAT IS IT, ATOKE?

or Fourth Time Senate Committee
Iclays I-- a I'ollette Probe.

Washington, Dec. 20. Inability to
obtain a quorum compelled the sen- -

tn nimmittoit invdutieatirip fipnntor
La Kollette's recent St. i'aul speech to
postpone action again today, for thfc
fourth time. The committee met tc
extend time for conducting the in- -

quiry and to decide when former Sec-
retary Bryan and other witnesses
should testify.

SUGAR GOT TO BOSTON

j 9 Million Pounds F rom New Orleans
to Relieve Famine.

Boston, Dec. 20. A cargo of 0.000.- -
000 pounds of raw sugar from Louis
iann the first received this month
reached Boston today. Refiners said
it probably would be the last of the
Louisiana product to be sent here this
season but that Cuban sugar was ex--
pected to move northward within the
next ten days and further relieve the
s hortage.

j SHIP PROBE FRIDAY

Chairman Hurley of Emergency Fleet
j Corporation, First Witness.

Washington, Dec. 20. Investigation
of the government shipping hoard and
emergency fleet corporation's opera- -
tions under the resolution of Senator
Harding, which the senate adopted,
the senate commerce committee de- -
cided today will begin tomorrow after- -
noon with Chairman Hurley as the
first witness.

Make Big Flour Contract.
Calgary, Alberta, Dec. 20. It was

learned today that the purchasing rep-
resentatives of the allied governments
have arranged to take all the surulus
flour and oatmeal manufactured bv
the mills of Canada and that already

I mill fn V.A nmiln ia

a iacK or water pressure at tne sxa-- i nothing," says Blythe at the conclu-tio- n

prevented the successful fighting si0n of his recital of localized horrors,
of the blaze which had its inception "We hope, fervently, that Germany
on the upper floors, a part of the wm never get troops to the United
oortents of the library and museum states, but it is entirely within the

agerf'
There is a dance of death on the

state house square. The early hor- -
rnr, nr. rPd0nbled. Crimes against
women are common. Blythe relates
incidents and details. Banks and stores
are ransacked. Priests and ministers
are killed. A Topeka banker is stood
against a church wan to watcn tne
burning of his home. Later he is shot.
The killing of innocent persons be-
comes indiscriminate. A general mas-
sacre ensues. The city is burned.
Citizens are driven to the open coun-
try and left under guard without food
and shelter. Many women and girls
are taken in the march through North
Topeka, Meriden, Valley Falls, Norton-vill- e,

Cummings and Atchison. Atroci-
ties enacted enroute are described by
Blythe, who recites names of farmers
and business men. Lawrence is taken
and the state university burned. The
state's scattered peace time military
forces are mobilized. The Germans
march on to invade Kansas City. While
the middle west is being devastated,
Blythe pictures the landing of fresh
German troops on Long Island.

Only authenticated German horrors
and depredations in France and Bel-
gium have been localized. It is
Blythe's spectacular manner of ap-
pealing to America to awake. And by
bringing his tragedy right to Topeka
on1 tn TTansas ho hit3 at t Vi o uprv

' spot claimed most dormant to war
i conditions.
I "Nothing is impossible in these days

range of possibility that Germany may
do so. It is a military feasibility, but
never if the people of the United
States will awake to their position and
to the needs of. their country in this
war; never if the people of the United
States will dismiss the fatuous idea
that some of them hold, many indeed
that this war may be carried on a" a
sie'e line, as an extra in its relation
tp the usual business of the country:
never if the people of the United
States will make this war their prin-
cipal occupation, the sole concern of
their thought, the acme of ther en-

deavor; never if the whole --peopl,- .,f
the United States will enter wholly
into the war, force themselves to un

j derstand what it means and partici
J J t.

regardless of the personal inconveni
ence, sacrifice or labor; never if the
people of the United States will come
now, to the inevitable conclusion that
nothing matters to us save the win-
ning of the war; that it is a question
of national preservation, of national
life."

A Most Spectacular Kffort.
The Blythe story is perhaps the

most spectacular effort of any writer
of the year to localize the war. And
he carefully dropped the war right in
the midst of a people wrapped in self
conceived security and only rubbing
their eyes to a realization of condi
tions. More than localizing the hor- -
rors and crimes or war. Blythe s
startling story picks the very spots
and the individuals who1 suffer. He
sends Mayor House and Governor
Capper thru the streets with an ap-
peal to bow to the German military
rule and to treat German soldiers
kindly that the capital city itself may
not share greater pillage, that viola-
tion of women may not continue and
that slaughter of innocent children
may cease.

Father Killed, Son Hurt in Wreck.
Muscatine, Iowa, Dec. 20. Fay R.

Letts, aged 46, a prominent resident
of Letts, I a., was killed and his 16- -
year-ol- d son, Lloyd, was seriously in-
jured in a railway wreck at Camden
Mo., last night. They were en route
to Dal hart, Tex., to make their home

DENMARK IN THE DARK I

was saved. Aside from the property
loss the fire will seriously delay the
progress of scientific work carried on

j there.

j KANSAN FIRED IT
' .
! Great Bend Soldier Aided in First

S. Shot at Germans.

A Kansan, Charles Allison of Great
Bend, was a member of the battery
that worked all night in the mud to
bring their guns into position and fire
the first American shell to be directed
against the Germans on the west

This morning a Topeka girl received
a letter from Allison, who is at th
American front in France. He said:

"Just think! I not only saw the
f i ret rVi ol ti red A?ai n st th tl erm a n
but I helped to fire it."

. The case of the shell has been sent
to President Wilson by the American
commander. General Pershing.

MINE BLAST KILLS 11

Explosion Occurs in Dar Dour Coal
Mine in Tennessee.

Knoxville, Tenn., Dec. 20. Eleven
i men were killed in an explosion in the

N-- Tenn.. late vesterdav. accord- -
injc to advices received here today.

MAKE IT
A REP
CROSS
CHRISTMAS

i

t

price of corn was to be removed, led importers, 560 Fifth avenue, just re-t- o

a sharp upturn in the corn and ceived a iarge "Tang" jar, valued at

unpacked, a piece of blue paper was The f?0'! is blleve have
Z a pas pocket be--

found at the bottom upon which were coming ignited or the premature dis-fo- ur

rows of Chinese characters which charge of powder.
when translated read: Seventy-fiv- e men were in the mine

at the time of theexplomon."Some day one American young and j

Permit Six Danish Ships to Carry
Kerosene from IT. S. S

Washington; Dec. 20. Denmark's
mid-wint- er darkness will be relievedby American kerosene. It was off-
icially stated today the embargo will
be lifted to permit six Danish vesselsnow held in American ports to satf
with lighting fuel. Denmark le
wrapped in darkness twenty hours out
of each twenty-fou- r at this season. No
foodstuffs will go in the vessels.

A CAMPlRTINEd
R. R. Puts Kmlrco on Tickets Be

cause of Measles Epidemic. f
Wichita. Kan., Dec. 20. Z. K '

Brooks, of the passenger department;
of the Rock Island railroad, was In
Wichita yesterday and placed a ticket
embargo on all passenger traffic to
CamD Doniphan and Fort Sill Okl
due to the reported quarantine of thecamps for measles epidemic. .

oatS marKeiS oil me iuaiu ui iiAuc
' today. May corn advanced 6 cent
to $i 26. Oats rose 3 cents.

Notice that the embargo which was
jmp0sed December 9 was lifted was
reCeived shortly after 10 o'clock. The

j board of trade ticker printed a denial
from Washington that the maximum
price was to be removed,

President Griffin, of the board, is
sued a statement from which it ap-
peared that the rumors of removal of
the maximum price. $1.28, grew out of
a conference of grain men with the
federal food administration at New
York recently. The statement said.
however, that if the maximum were

j removed lt would not affect existing
t i ; : J .i

famous general will achieve wonderful
things in the front of France, and this
great world war wil' be ended in Sep
temper. 1918."

It is supposed the prediction was
made by some Chinese "scholar," or
philosopher, and was placed in the Jar

Mr. Willcox declined today to Uis -
cuss the matter.

to capacity and will continue to do so
until the war is over.

had not been formallv notified of
termination of the railroad embargo,

before U was PaKed for shipment St
i

j Hankow, China, last summer.

I
i


